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2.3.4 Employing corpora for language learning 
 

 

Activities 
 

 

Activity 1: What are corpora? 

 

• Do you know what language corpora are? If not, can you guess what they 

are and what their function might be in language teaching/learning? 

 

Write your views in the text box below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you finish, watch the video “Corpus Linguistics: The Basics” to check your 

guesses. You can find the link in the “Supplementary Materials” part of this 

Section. 

 

 

Activity 2: What can corpora reveal about English? 

 

Question 2.1 

 

• What do you expect corpora might reveal about English?  

 

Write your views in the text box below. 
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Question 2.2 

 

• Can you guess the most frequent words in English – and in your own 

language, as well?  

 

Write your views in the text box below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2.3 

 

Have a look at the following table with 2 columns with the 50 most frequent 

words in written (W) and in spoken (S) English. 

 

• Think of what you answered in Question 2.2. Is there anything that 

matches your guesses? 

• What do you notice that you did not expect to find? 

• Would you use this table and this task with your students? 
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Write your views in the text box below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 3: Extracts from English spoken corpora 

 

Have a look at the following extracts from spoken English corpora. They can be 

used by learners to “observe” spoken language. 

 

• What do you notice? What can you ask your learners to notice? (e.g., use 

of fillers, like ‘erm’; short forms, as ‘cos’; repetitions; slang forms; 

discourse markers as Well, You know, I mean…) 
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Write your views in the text box below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 4: Corpora for discovering authentic use of English 

 

Corpora for language learning can be a very useful tool for exploring authentic 

uses of English. 

 

• How can language corpora help EL teachers to better scaffold their 

students’ learning? 

• How can language corpora enhance an ELF-aware approach in ELT? 

• What might be the pedagogical advantages of using Data Driven 

Learning? 

• Make a list of what you foresee as pros and cons of using corpora in the 

ELT class. 

 

Write your views in the text box below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                     
 

5 

Additional Activity: Example from VOICE 

 

Look at the extract below and notice how ‘help’ is being used by non-native 

speakers of English in the VOICE corpus.  

 

• Is there any use that is not traditional? Which one?  

• Is communication in any way affected? How?  

• Do speakers use strategies to make themselves understood? Which ones? 
 

Write your views in the text box below. 

 

 

 

 


