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This section aims at helping you raise your awareness 
as regards:

• The concept and various aspects of culture

• The nature of ‘large’ and ‘small’ cultures in ELT

• The value of European Cultural Heritage

• The nature of intercultural encounters in ELF

• The place and role of culture in your own teaching 
context



ACTIVITY 1

If you haven’t done so yet, click the link under the 
video to do Activity 1

1. What topics related to culture could ELT 
activities revolve around? — Try to identify at 
least three topics

2. Read a list of possible topics related to culture 
— How important is each of them to you?
Select five topics that, in your opinion, are those 
that are most important to include in ELT
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What is ‘culture’?
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Key definition

• “The set of distinctive spiritual, material, 
intellectual and emotional features of society or a 
social group” — either ‘large’ or ‘small’ 

(UNESCO, 2002: 62)

Typical associations — ACTIVITY1

• Visual and performance arts
• Traditions, languages, customs
• Literature, poetry, playwriting
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What is ‘culture’?

Aspects of culture (Barrett et al, 2013: 5)

• ‘Material culture’: physical objects created and 
employed by the members of a social group

• ‘Social culture’: the shared social institutions, 
means and resources of a social group

• ‘Subjective culture’: beliefs, collective memories, 
attitudes, values, practices of a social group

(Barrett et al, 2013: 5)



ACTIVITY 2

European Cultural Heritage (ECH)

1. Visit the European Year of Cultural Heritage 
2018 website. 

2. Click the link under the video to do Activity 2

a) What are the material, social, subjective
culture aspects of ECH?

b) Sample ELT Activities 1, 2, 3: Do they focus 
on material, social and/or subjective aspects?

c) What is the social and pedagogical value of 
ECH?
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Sample ELT Activity 1
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Sample ELT Activity 2
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Sample ELT Activity 3
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Engaging with cultural heritage

• Social cohesion: Strengthening social identities 
and developing the sense of belonging, without 
separation and ‘othering’

• Social equality: Valuing diversity, without over-
generalising and stereotyping

• Social interaction: Understanding how culture
may be expressed in and influence language and 
communication

→ Intercultural communication
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Intercultural communication

• Intercultural encounter: An interaction with a 
person (or group) with different cultural
affiliations

➢ ‘Large culture’: any broad ethnic, national or 
international social grouping, e.g. ‘West’, 
‘Europe’, ‘Great Britain’, ‘Greece’

➢ ‘Small culture’: any cohesive social grouping, 
no matter how small or temporary, e.g. a class, a 
work team, a group of friends 

(Holliday, 1999)
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Intercultural communication in ELF

•Usually non-native speakers—not necessarily 
with shared communicative competences

• Different linguacultural backgrounds—there 
is not always familiarity with each other’s norms

• Small culture—development of a microcosmic 
transient community:
•Need for common ground
•Negotiation, not necessarily in accordance 

with NS cultural conventions
•Creativity; accommodation; reconciliation



13

Intercultural Awareness (ICA)

•A conscious understanding of the role that 
culturally based forms and practices may have 
in intercultural communication

•The ability to put this understanding into 
practice in a flexible and context-specific way

(Baker, 2015)
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Adopting a large or small culture 
perspective in ELT…

in practice
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Large culture
(as usually represented)

• The culture of individual 
countries as a whole

• Pre-determined, over-
generalised features

• Focus on cultural norms
and national differences

• Stereotyping, othering, 
culturism

Small culture
(as regards ELF)

• The ‘temporary’ culture 
of ELF interactions

• Emergent, interaction-
specific features

• Focus on the interaction
& what makes it work

• Linking culture and ELF
communication

Large/Small cultures in ELT
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Sample ELT Activity 4
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Adding a small-culture perspective

•Metalinguistic awareness: noticing and
reflecting on the interplay between language
and culture in real-life ELF discourse 
communities; learning how to employ one’s 
plurilingual and pluricultural repertoires in 
various socio-cultural contexts 

•Metacognitive awareness: reflecting on one’s 
attitudes and possibly stereotypical
perceptions and on one’s experiences in real-life 
intercultural communication
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Enriching Sample ELT Activity 4

• Have you ever been / Would you ever go 
to London? Why? As an English learner, 
what do you think about London and the 
UK? Why?

• How are the British presented in the text? How is 
their culture presented? What do you think about 
it? Why? Do you think the information in the text 
applies to all British people? Why? 

• Do people from other countries live in London? In 
what ways may their culture relate to the culture of 
the British people? In what ways could it relate to 
your own culture?
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• What do you think about the English of 
British people? Why? How do you view 
the English other people use? How do 
you view the way you use English? Why? 
What is ‘good English’ to you? Why?

• What kind of English did/would you use in London? 
With whom? Why? Were there/would there be any 
obstacles? Why? How did/would you overcome them? 
How did/would you make your interactions ‘tick’?
• Do you think a person’s culture is/should be reflected 

in the way he/she communicates? Why? How? What 
do you think when it happens? Why? 

Enriching Sample ELT Activity 4
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ACTIVITY 3

Click the link under the video to do this Activity 
and share your views about Sample ELT 
Activities 5, 6 and 7

1. How would you describe / evaluate them as 
regards the integration of culture in them?

2. How would you improve them by integrating a 
small-culture ELF-aware perspective in a way 
that is relevant to your own context?
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Sample ELT Activity 5
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Sample ELT Activity 6
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Sample ELT Activity 7
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ACTIVITY 4

Click the link under the video to do this Activity and 
share your views at the Forum of this section

1. What do you think about the large- and small-
culture perspectives in ELF-aware teaching and in 
ELT in general? To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the discussion in this video? Why?

2. To what extent are the large- and small-culture
perspectives illustrated in your textbook or other 
materials you use? Discuss an ELT activity as an 
example. How would you improve or enrich it?
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What we have discussed about 
large and small cultures

What is
‘culture’?

Cultural 
Heritage

Intercultural 
communication

Intercultural 
awareness

Classroom 
implementation
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