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• Key terms related to migration context: mobility, 
displacement, social flux 
 

• Current educational inclusion of migrant students in 
Europe: policies, issues, contexts 
 

• How English is affected and used by multilingual 
speakers 
 

• English as a lingua franca in an inclusive multicultural 
and multilingual classroom 

     Multilingualism – Plurilingualism – ELF-awareness 
 

• The role of ELF hybridizations and actualizations in 
cross-cultural learning contexts 

     Narratives – Interactions – Mediations 



ACTIVITY 1 
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Before we begin, watch the video “2019 GEM Report 
Animation” and think about the area where you live, 
as well as your own teaching situation 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXeJLtEaNag&feature=youtu.be 
 

• Do you think that the video realistically represents 
the new landscapes in multilingual classrooms? 
Why or why not?  

• What did you feel watching the video? Did you notice 
anything familiar with respect to your own 
experience as a teacher? 

 

Click the link under the video to share your views if you 
haven’t done so yet 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXeJLtEaNag&feature=youtu.be
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World migration contexts: 
displacement, policies & issues 

Source: 
UNHCR 
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The current migration flow in Europe: 
mobility, flows and social flux 
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Protection system and policies in Europe 
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Inclusion of migrant students: issues 

• 10% of the EU’s population are 
migrants (Eurostat) 

 

• 5% of migrants are under the 
age of 15 (Eurostat) 

 

• Children with a migrant 
background are more likely to 
have a lower level of educational 
performance and to become 
early school leavers 

 

•  the topic of inclusion of EU-
migrant children is very 
relevant in the context of 
European economic 
development and social mobility 



8 

Inclusion of migrant students:  
educational  policies 

• Newly arrived migrant learners with lower level or 
no skills in the language of instruction are usually 
placed in preparatory classes or lessons 
 

• Newly arrived migrant learners are usually placed:  
o in mainstream classes for most lessons, or 
o in separate groups for most of their lessons and 

join mainstream classes for lessons where they 
can interact even with limited language skills, or 

o in separate groups for all their lessons 
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Inclusion of migrant students: contexts 

• Learners with a migrant background integrated into 
national education systems improve their self-esteem, 
have better employment prospects and a more active 
and cohesive social role 

 

• Teachers should be trained to address such issues as:  
o defining school policies and strategies to support the 

inclusion of migrant learners 
o innovative approaches to language learning and 

teaching including the language of schooling, foreign 
languages and home languages 

o challenges facing non-language teachers and how to 
adapt pedagogical tools to meet the needs of migrant 
learners 



ACTIVITY 2 
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Watch the video “Challenges of working with a 
multilingual class” and think about the area where 
you live, as well as your own teaching situation 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mlAGCQ6zL0  
 

• Do you agree with the teacher speaking in the video? 
Why or why not?  
 

• What are in your opinion the main challenges of 
teaching in a multilingual classroom? 
 

• How could these challenges be overcome? 
 

Click the link under the video to share your views 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mlAGCQ6zL0
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Society & Language in Migration Research 

Migration & Communication 
 Translanguaging, superdiversity, multilingualism 

 

Speakers from diverse national and ethnic groups settled in an urban 
context shape new communities  their languages become a new 
shared repertoire informing their social life in the new context where 
they live 
 

How English is affected and used by multilinguals 
 Emergence of English as a global lingua franca  

 

‘The relationship between age and expected levels of proficiency in 
English has shifted – with major implications for textbooks, 
curriculums, methodologies and assessment, English learning at basic 
– and sometimes intermediate – levels is becoming a childhood 
matter across the world.”(Graddol 2010:91) 
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Migration & Education: issues 

Special issues concerning the inclusion of learners from 
migrant background in education:  

 

• considering the role and impact of L1 language use as well 
as L2 language development in migration and displacement 
 

• implementing an innovative range of educational pathways 
and curricula for students in multilingual contexts 
 

• facing the need for avoiding discrimination and promoting 
inclusive classrooms which foster collaborative learning 

 

• developing strategies to support migrant learners who have 
experienced trauma, displacement and conflict, and 
methodologies to face their effects on learning performance 



ACTIVITY 3 
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Think about the following speaking topics 
 

1. Everybody should be able to live where they want 
2. People should stay in the country where they are born 
3. Immigration makes communities more lively and helps 

people become more tolerant 
4. Immigration is one of the biggest problems of our time 
5. More needs to be done to promote inclusion of migrants in 

their new country 
 

Which of them do you find more useful and inspiring to 
trigger a discussion about migration with your learners? 
Why? What other prompts would you use? – Click the 
link under the video to share your views 
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“ELF-aware teaching” in an inclusive 
multicultural and multilingual classroom 

Reception and integration of multilinguals 
 Identity, representations & meaning negotiation 
 Societal change and educational change in an ELF 

perspective 
 

Developing language skills and intercultural 
competences 
Multilingualism, plurilingualism, ELF-awareness 
 Recognising and developing migrants’ L1 competences 
 Practising plurilingual effective communication and 

abilities to accurately express meaning and 
intentionality 
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ELF hybridizations and actualizations 
in cross-cultural learning contexts 

• English as a Lingua Franca users appropriate 
standard uses of the English language shaping them to 
fulfil communicative purposes  new hybrid forms & 
linguistic innovations 

 

• In migration contexts, the use of ELF is very extensive 
and exchanges may be defined in terms of: 

 

o Narratives  reformulating one’s own migration 
experience 

o Interactions  managing daily intercultural encounters 
o Mediations  bridging cross-cultural gaps 



ACTIVITY 4 
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Watch the videos “Helping Immigrant Students Adjust 
to New Schools, New Lives”,  “The story of Moro” and 
“Space snack time with Samantha Cristoforetti” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5gkQ4_aAeY  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4sOF79IcKQ  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2XeSUqzpZE  

 

Would you use any of them in your own classroom(s)? 
Why or why not? What kind of discussions would you 
have with your learners to raise their multilingual and 
multicultural awareness? 
 

Click the link under the video to share your views at the 
Forum of this section 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5gkQ4_aAeY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4sOF79IcKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2XeSUqzpZE


What we have discussed 
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Education is the 
key to build 
bridges and 

teachers the key 
to successful 

inclusion 

Migrants 
make 

significant 
contribution 
to their host 

countries 
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